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too poor to live much at Paris, and therefore formed an
exaggerated idea of the sanctity of royalty and religion.
Living much at their country chateaux, they became per-
sonally well known to their dependants, and, if not always
popular landlords, they were well known by character and
appearance to their tenants. For some time they merely
shared the leadership with the self-elected captains of the
peasants, and, after taking the field at the end of April, though
defeated by General Beysser, they obtained a real success
over General Quetineau at Thouars. It was during the latter
engagement that the most popular hero of the Vendean
rebellion, Henri de la Rochejacquelein,1 a lad of eighteen, first
made himself conspicuous. The victory of Thouars convinced
the statesmen at Paris that the Vendean rebellion of the end
of April was more important than the different risings which
had occurred during the month of March, and accordingly,
when Cambon proposed the establishment of the eleven armies
of the Republic, two of them, those of the coasts of La
Rochelle and of the coasts of Brest, were intended to be
directed against the Vendean peasants.

The former army was placed under the command of
General Biron, who was removed from the army of Italy, and
the latter under General Canclaux, who had already shown
his capacity in Brittany. Under these general s~in-chiof
brigadier-generals were appointed, who afterwards distinguished
themselves, notably Menou the ex-Constituant, Santerre the
biower of Paris, and Alexandre Berthier, who had belonged to
the head-quarter staff of the old royal army, and was to be
Napoleon's most trusted military adviser. In June by a
strenuous eifort a special levy of Parisian volunteers and the
German legion which had served on June 2, was despatched
to La Vendee under the command of Danton's friend Wester-
maan, who had commanded at the capture of the Tuileries
on August 10. Meanwhile the Vend^ans continued to be
victorious, and La Rochejacquelein took the important town
of Saumur by storm on June 10. Cathelineau was now
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